
STATEHOOD NOW! 
Isn’t it time we elect leadership that again lifts the torch 

of statehood and strives for democracy and budget 
autonomy for all District residents? Of course it is and I 

am campaigning with the spirit of the Statehood 
leaders who can guide us with this worthy endeavor. 

 
STATEHOOD LEADER 

+ Julius Hobson: Grew up in Alabama and arrived in 
Washington in late 40’s. In the early 60’s he served as 
president of the Congress of Racial Equality and during this 
time helped organize demonstrations to win jobs for blacks 
throughout the city including the first hiring of black bus 
drivers by DC Transit and the hiring of the first black auto 
salesmen and dairy employees in the city. He directed 
campaigns against housing discrimination, helped end 
segregation in DC hospitals and in 1967 ended teacher 
segregation, and unfair distribution of books and supplies in 
DC Public Schools. In 1969 he was elected as a member of 
the DC Board of Education in the first such election for any 
public office in the 20th century. It was Hobson's campaign 
for the 1971 congressional non-voting delegate seat as a 
Statehood Party candidate that propelled the Statehood 
Party into broader awareness and created a viable third 
party in the city.  Although he lost the campaign, he went 
on to be elected to the City Council on the Statehood ticket 
in 1974. 
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STATEHOOD LEADERS 
+ Josephine Butler: a Statehood movement founder, 
served as chair of the Statehood Party in 1977 and 
remained a staunch advocate until her death 20 years later. 
Born in Brandywine, Maryland, Butler moved to Washington 
in the 1940s. As a laundry worker she helped to organize 
laundry employees in the city. After the local Bolling v. 
Sharpe case ended racially separate schools in Washington 
in 1954, Butler was instrumental in joining the Adams and 
Morgan elementary schools into one. Butler was also a 
major park and environmental advocate who led 
Washington Parks & People at the time of her death. The 
Josephine Butler Parks Center, 2437 15th Street, NW, 
honors her memory. 
 
Also see: 

x� Julius Hobson – City Council 1974 
x� Hilda Mason – City Council 1990 

 
www.dcstatehoodgreen.org 
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